Interest in the writings of Theodor W. Adorno has increased over the past decade. To some extent this can be attributed to the fact that Adorno's writings are now accessible to a wider audience, since more of his works have appeared in English translation over the past ten years. 1 New translations of texts that were previously available in English but widely deemed inadequate have also
been published. 2 Additionally, new editions have appeared that gather together a range of Adorno's writings. 3 Concurrent with the publication of Adorno's texts in English, developments in literary theory changed the face of Adorno scholarship. For example, as cultural studies gained in prominence, scholarship focused new and less single-mindedly denunciatory attention on Adorno's writings on popular culture, astrology, and mass media. 4 Feminist analyses of Adorno's writings appeared. 5 Other studies brought together the writings of Martin Heidegger and Adorno. 6 As Jacques Derrida's popularity increased, so too did the number of studies exploring the imbrication of his and Adorno's works. 7 In addition to these various approaches, over the past decade collections of essays have appeared that update Adorno scholarship. 8 The Adorno renaissance reached a high point in 2003 with conferences, biographies, and other publications commemorating the centenary of his birth. 9 A thorough engagement with the ethical merits of Adorno's thinking, however, has been strikingly absent. Some forays had been made into this area of inquiry, for example, by Derrida and Judith Butler when they gave the Adorno lectures in 2001 and 2002, respectively, as well as in studies by Simon Jarvis and J. M. Bernstein. 10 In a time marked as much by renewed ethical concerns as by a resurgence of interest in Adorno's work, it seemed worthwhile to pick up the thread woven by these lectures and writings. Thus the conference "Adorno and Ethics" was held at the University of California, Berkeley, in 2003 , and out of the papers delivered there grew the present issue.
While Adorno has often been cast as the most philosophical and least political of the Frankfurt School theorists, 11 the contributors to this issue indicate that these two categories are not mutually exclusive. Adorno's aesthetic theory, especially his defense of "high modernism," has been criticized by many scholars as inimical to genuine, concrete, and substantive political, social, and ethical engagement. This collection brings together the work of scholars from such diverse fields as sociology, history, philosophy, and literature who depart from this line of argumentation and reveal instead the political and ethical dimensions of Adorno's writings.
